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ABSTRACT

In the Egyptian school system, English is required of
all students beginning in the seventh year of study. However, few
master the lanquage well enough to handle it at the university level,
where it is the medium of instruction in all subject areas. At the
secondary level, students are highly motivated in sciences and
mathematics, since their examination scores in these subjects will
largely determine their academic future, but they can see no
ivmediate reason for a diligent study of English or of any other
foreign language. An entirely different approach to the study and use
of English should be taken. English should not be required but should
be optional, resulting in a smaller program of higher quality with
motivated students. Motivation could be improved by training teachers
in such concepts as Service English, English for Special purposes,
and English as a Library Language. Arabic should then replace English
as the language of instruction in the universities, but students who
choose to do so should be able to study English for a specific
purpose. These changes would increase motivation for the study of
English and would eliminate the problem of many students who have
found their advanced work to be dependent on their English
proficiency. (PH)
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MOTIVATION I'OR ENGLISH IN AN EXAMINATICN - GEARED SCHOOI, SYSTEM

A paper presented by H B Bending, Inspectorate, English Teaching Division,
The Hritish Council, at the Seventh Annual Confercnice of the International

Association of Teachers of English as a Forcign Language. (January 1974)

1t is the educational systiem in Fgypt that 1 wish to discuss., It is a country
with a population already increasing towards 40 million peopls., Within the
national education system no fees are charged frow the primarvy to the
university stages. The nwabers in schools and higher institutions are thus
very greatl. English is not taught in the six years oi primary school but is
introduced at the 'preparatory' stage (the seventh to tenth years of education).
There follows a threc year secondary school course with pupils aged
approximately 15 years to 18 years. The 'Living English' serics - a course
bascd on audio-lingual principles - is used in the first four years of learning
English and in the fifth year in the case of pupils in the 'literary sections'
of schools, Pupils in the 'scientific scciions' use passages froum

G C Thornley's Fasier Scientific English Practice and Scientific English

Practice (Longman)}. Stannard Allen's Living Fnglish Structure for Schools
Zigpice _Thg

(Lonzman) is used as a background grammar book at ihe secondary stage. With
fee free ecducation and a rapidly increasing population there is a very great
demand for the teaching of English., There is a continuing shortage of teachers
trained and qualified to teach the language. Consequently teachers with
qualifications in social science, geography, librarianship and the like tend

to be drafted into the classroom to teach Eng}ish from the textibooks. There

is an urgent problem of in-service {raining with which the Egyptian Ministry

of Education is coping through providing short courses at the Ministry's In-
Service Training Centres in Cairo and Alexandria. 1In the face of the increase
in the numbers oi pupils and the dilution of staff it has to be admitted that

standards of language tecaching continue to fall.

Selection for entry to university is based on an apgregaie mark obtaiuned from
the testing of ahbout 13 subjects in the secondary school leaving examination,
Thus pupils achieving a mark of, say, 83% wohld be eligible for admission xo
the medical faculties of the universities. 7lhose with a slightly ‘lower mark
would be eligible for the engineering facultics - and so on~down thoe schle of.‘

marks for other areas of qtuds. 1n each year de0151ons are taken by the

ngptlan manpouer plann1ng authorlt) on wh1ch branchcs of profg<siona1 tra1ning :

shouid be treated as: prnorltles 1n that vear., Recently studios in medicine

: jand englnccrxnv have beon chosen as most 1mmndiat01y impor ann to tho
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development of the nation, Subjects such as commerce and agriculture tend to
have a relatively lower priority. Marks of about 60O% would qualify a pupil to
study these subjects and - a matter of regret to us uas teachers - a still lowor
mark tends to gain entry to the faculties of education in which teachers for the

preparatory and secondary stages of education are trained,

A modification is made in the cas¢e of the American University in Cairo which is

& fee-paying institution, |lere students may be admitted with rather lower marks,
This university serves a useful purpose in providing an avenue for worthy students
who do not shine in a competitive school examination. To make provision for
foreign students the national universities also admit applicants who have 5
suitable foreign qualifications such as London GCE '0O' and 'A' level passes.

Such results can be converted according to grades into a numerical percentage
equivalent to the secondary school aggregate mentioned above, The British

Council performs a useful service in Cairo by acting as an examination centre

for London and Cambridge examipations,

I think it will be clear from the above outline that the over-riding motivation
to study English in Egyptian schools is connected with the final examination,
This is a general motivation which applies to other subjeccts as well. However
the strength of the motivation is not equal in the cases of all subjects.
Mathematics and the sciences are considered to he important subjects in terms
of national dovelopment and consequently the f{inal examination marks are
weighted in their favour. Who can wonder that pupils put more effort into the

mastering of these subjects rather than English, French aud German?

There will be seenl to be an irony ‘in this Situation, huwever, when it is realised
that English remains the medium of instruction within the university faculties
of medicine, dentistry, veterinary studies, engineering and certain other
scientific subjects, A large nwnber oi the older gencration of Egyptian doctors
and dentists received their ‘raining in the United Kingdom.‘ A strong tradition
of British medicine continues in Egypt and there are frequent interchanges of
personnel between the two countries. 1t will be found that the over-forties in
these professions tend to have a very good colloguial and technical command of
English, This is far from trues, howsver, in the case of the new generation of
undergraduates( There are in fact great ranges of abxllty which reflect the
[ soc1a1 changes takxng place in the country Some students from the urban centres
:“or from professzona] Iam111es manage well enough with- fOrelgn 1anguages but

ikthose fxom the rural areas tend to be at a dlstlnct dlsadvantage., The end result,fa{.j~°“
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"filanguage and 11nguistics as worthwh1le academic pursu1ts.

of this linguistic situation is that professors at the universities tend to
usc a mixed medium combining English technical terminology linked together
by colloquial Arabic. There is a continuing debate on which should be the
medium of instruction in scientific subjects in the long term in Middle
Rastern universities, Towards the end of this paper I shall suggest that

Arabic should eventually fulfil this neced.

There is no doubt that the older generation of Egyptian professors is well
aware of the need for competent service English., The position is not'thc
same in the schools however. Many teachers are still in the grip of an old~
fashioned tradition which aims to teach ﬁll the language skills.; The pupils
in secondary schools, in view of their youth and immaturity, are unlikely to
appreciate the needs they will have later for the use of English as a medium
of instruction in higher education. It would be unrealistic to believe that
they regard this as a form of motivation at the present time. The pupils
main interest is understandably endeavouring to score higher marks in math-
ematics and science subjects with a view to improving their examination
aggregate at the end of their secondary course. There are still in Egypt a
small number of English medium schools in which it is possible to take an
advanced paper in English. This however yields only marginally more marks
in the aggregate and deoes not serve even as an examination~-tvpe motivation in

the case of many pupils,

Another aspect of the Egyptian educational scene, as far as motivation is
concerned, may be obscrverd at the tertiary stage. There does appear to be a
conflict between staff and student motivation within university English
departments and any better kind of intrinsic motivation one might wish to
promote in the schools. Among the staff in the universities there is a strong
motivation towards the study of English literature in its own right and with a
view to the production of literary scholars. This tradition has its origins
in the British-staffed universities present in Cairo and Alexandria before ihe
1950's. They were fairly close replicas of British universities and quite
understandably imported Eng Lit studies. The literary attitude to work and
research tends to influence present day undergraduates. Proficiency in -the
English language is often seen almost exclusivoly as a means to this literary

woal, Even in the faculties of cducation the litcrary taadiiioa coniinyes. to

3

‘be:strong 1u the departments of languages. Many hlgher studles relate to

authors and poets of very little relevance to Secondary school educatxon

hern seems as yet Very 1ittle 1ntr1ns1c motlvatlon to“ards the study of



Can these motivations be modificd or is it perhaps possible to substituto
entirely new motivations? Ia pondering this question one is forced into a
consideration of wider remedies beyond a consideration oY motivation alone.

For cxample, it would be wise to question whore in the school system in Egypt
English should be taupght (if it is agreed that it should be taught at all),
Governmentis have to be realistic in the face of massive expansion in educational
facilities. It is clear that by reducing the numbers of pupils studying
languages, the essential resources of properly trained teachers can be concen-
trated and better results achieved. Teacher resources could be concentrated
on the pupils for whom improved motivation could be provided. One would hnpe
that professicnal language teachers would be able to stimulate an intrinsic
interest in the subject as well as placing clearly in view a recognisable
oxternal motivation. To achieve such a happy situation English.and French
should probably not be compulsory subjects. Pupils in secondary schools might
be free to study those languages which could be linked to a possible choirce ot
university .:areer; for example, French could be studied by pupils who were
thirking of joining the faculties of law; Fnglish could be studied by those who
planned to jein the faculties of medicine, engineoring or one of the sciences.
This would lead to the educational objection that pupils would be led towards
a career choice at too early an age. I submit howover that this would e an
improvement on the present position-in which the heavy curriculum in Secondary

Form Three puts a very great strain upon the pupils,

A great deal more could be done towards an improved awafeness of external
motivation, A first step would be to ensure that all teachers in training
understood clearly wny a parcicular foreign language was being taught., This
would involve a proper presentation of the notions of 'Service English',
"English for Special Purposes’ and 'English as a Library Language'. These
presentations should form a central part of the pre-service training of teachers.
(It scems to me a matter of regret that Egypt has merged her lligher Teachers'
Colleges with the faculties of educaticn within the universities. This has
perhaps prevented flexibility in the development of teacher education and
stamped it with a gencralised and academic imprint), The literary amvitions of
the departments of English in the faculties of arts tend to spill over into the
education departments which should in all conscience be concerned with peda-
gogics., It would appear that the motivation of the staff is nften not towards
: ﬁrestling with problems of -the Egyptian class room but towards the vauisition

~of a higher degrec ~ more often than not in an obscure literary field,

'fﬂégéthér:ﬁrOb{ém whigh,haé,to»be mpﬁ{ibnéd ai‘§his~pqint“is thevggﬁor3113hoffagc‘}




of university staff. There is a small cadre of lecturers who hold Phbh's in
English linguistics but they otften have to share thelr time between depariments
of English and facultics of education sometimes working in more than one
university. Clearly this does notl assist the dovelopment of a full-time and

specialised commitment to teacher education,

It is in the faculties of education that it scems to wme that ite concept of

ths teaching of English as a library language must be grasped. Improved

methodology in the training of reading skills, cmbracing both adequate
comprehension and speed, appears vital. Regrettably such developments are
held back by a dearth of suitable reading material in Egypt together with
inadequate library facilities and accommodation including sealing space for
s tudy, |

Some organisational initiative is required to change the motivation of

language studies towards the concepts of service English and Library lanpuapes.

One possibility is the provision of intensive pre-university or first semester
courses in English for special purposes within the universities. A 'study
skills’ programme similar to that at Lancaster might be prepared especially
for students of medicine, engineering and the sciences. A separate project
should be developed to prepare students for-admission to the faculties of
ecucation, It is gratifying to know that the Universitiss af Caire znd
Alexandria and the American University in Cairo are alrecady planning in this

direction,

Turning bac* for a moment to the situation in the secondary schools, 1 would
like to plead for a less heavy curriculum in Secondary Y¥orms Two and Three.,
Pupils might be given a chance to choose certain options beyond the basic
division into Scientific and Literary Sections. By reducing the number of
subjects to be studied and by alleowing a choice, it is possible that a more
powerful motivation towards the successful study of languages could be

achieved,

My finel remark is a controversial one. 1 firmly believe that foreign
languages will be better taught in the Middle East as soon as a firm decision
is taken oa the use of Arabic as a medium of 1nstruction at the tertiary stage.
I would suggest ‘that the unlver51ty authorities shouid seiect a daiv a ;cw

years hence wvhen a su:table varlety of Arab1c will become: the: medzum of

»instruction in. all depaxtments of the university Thls would brxng to an =

 g'end the 1nraetWeen stage when 1he medium of 1nstruct10n can be One or other“Q
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Janguage or a mixture of hoth., Once this policy has been implemen{ed groups
who nced English for Special Purposes could be identified and provision made
for thelr particular ncods. Students would have a genuine purpose in studying
English and the staff available would be concentrated on that purpose, This

seems to me a motivation which will make sensc,
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